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Advertiſement. 


H E following Diſcourſe 
having met with a favour- 
able Acceptance from the 

= 2c Pulpit, the Author could 

les reſiſt the Deſire of Thoſe who 

W applied to him for his Conſent to 

have it publiſhed. His Treatment of 

the Subject is ſuitable to the Senti- 
ments of Proteſtant Diſſenters, and 
no Offence can be juſtly ſuppoſed 
meant as to any that are of a different 
Perſuaſion, into whoſe Hands it may 


1 to fall. 
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1 kurs. v. 1 T3 

And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know 
them which Labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
 mnoniſh you; 


2 And ta eſteem them Very 890 in Love 


for their Works ſake. And be at 


Peace among yourſelves. 


Nef is an high Honour «a1 Advan- 
e tage attending the Goſpel-Diſ- 
penſation, that our exalted 
Lord himſelf is at the Head of 
t., and orders every Thing re- 
Nees to. his Church, in ſuch a Manner, as I 
moſt direQly tends to the univerſal Happineſs. 
A 3 And 


103 
And it is a pleaſing Inſtance of his fender and 
 evatchful Care, that he hath made ſo ample a 
Proviſion for the ſpiritual and eternal Welfare. 
of his Servants, by giving them Paſtors and 
Teachers for the Work of the Miniſtry, ſo 
vaſtly beneficial and various; without which 
they ſhould be Strangers to the Comfort which 
nom they enjoy by that Inſtitution ; and like 
Children, not yet capable of diſtinguiſhing 
Good from Evil, ſhould be 7offed to and fro 
with every Wind of Do#rine, in Danger of Im. 
poſition from every Quarter. Wherefore, 
when he aſcended up on high, be gave Gifts unto 
Mer. He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and Haw Bagel. and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers; for the perfecting of the Saints, for 
the Wark of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 
the Body of Chriſt : till we all come in the Unity 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect Man, unto the . f the 
Stature of the F wing of Chriſt, © 


| Apoſtles, Prophets and Erangelilts were 
peculiar to the early Days of the Goſpel, and 
are long ſince ceaſed, with all the miraculous 
Gifts and Powers which went along with 

them. When once Chriſtianity got Footing : 
in the World, there was no need further for 


Ts: ; 


L 7 1 
thoſe powerful Evidences of it's divine Pas 


tion, which they were qualified, in fo extracrdi- 
nary a Manner, to diſplay before Maakind. 
And therefore he, who is Head over all Things 
70 his Church, and who knows beſt what is 
moſt conducive to it's Intereſts, thinks it fit 
z5w to employ only thoſe called Miniſters, 
Paſtors, Teachers, Overſeers“, for carrying 
on the Deſigns of his Grace and Love to 
Mankind. . 


It was from a thorough Senſe and Conſide- 
ration of the Importance and Uſefulneſs of this 
Inſtitution, that the Apoſtle beſeeched the 
Theſſalonians, in the Text, to know them who 
laboured among them, and were over them in 


the Lord, and admoniſted them. As an Apoſtle, 

he might have commanded them to do this: 
but he choſe to ſpeak in a Way of 7. enderneſs 
and Friendſhip rather than of Authority, that 
what he ſaid might be the more engaging and 
influencive. And indeed this manner of Ad- 
dreſs is generally the neſt taking, when uſed 
by One that hath a Right to injcin. 


The Words con6ht of two Parts, reſpeRing 


the Duties which Miniſters and People teci- 
| procally owe to one another. And the tao 


| following Obſervations ariſe to us from Hr 


US. 


fend Hs. Afs xx. 28. 


A 4 I. That 


1 k3 | 
1. That our bleſſed Lord, for carrying on 
and effecting the Purpoſes of his Grace to the 
World, hath appointed an Order of Men to 
preſide in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and to edify 
the Church by a careful and laborious Service. 


II. That it is the Duty of thoſe, to whom 
they Miniſter, 20 know them, and to efteem them 
very highly in Love for their Work's Joe; and | 
to be af Peace among themſel ves. | 


Theſe are the Topicks 1 upon which I am 

now to diſcourſe. And when I have conſi- 
dered them at ſome Length, I ſhall cloſe = 

- whole with an * | 


The firſt is, that our bleſſed Lord, * 
carrying on and effecting the Purpoſes of his 
Grace to the World, hath appointed an Order 
of Men to preſide in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and 


to edify the Church by a n and /abariaus 
Service. 


3 
— 


And this is a Truth which, I Aan cane | 
burt be clear to all who read the Scriptures, and 
acknowledge their divine Authority. Thoſe 
who queſtion it, muſt indeed be Perſons, who 
not only give no Credit to Revelation, but who 
pay not the Reſpect 11 is due e even to * 


and Nature. 


* 
894 * ; 
1 
8 3 


WES 

The Evidence we have for it from Scripture = 
is expreſs and full. When Chriſt entered on 
Eis public Miniſtry, he choſe twelve, and then 
ſeventy, and ſent them out to preach his Goſ- 
pel. But the Commiſſion is more extenſive after 
his Neſurrection, ſuitable to the Enlargement of 
Power the Father then gave to him. All. 
Power is given unto me, ſays he, in Heaven and 
in Earth, Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Fatber, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt :— And lo, I am 
with you * even unto the End of the World. 


Here then a landing n is evidently | 
ſettled in the Church. The Apoſtles, to whom 
our Lord thus immediately addreſſed himfelf, 
were obliged in common with others, to ſub. 
mit to the Laws of Mortality, and ſoon re. 
turned to their Earth. So that the Promiſe 
could not be limited to them, but muſt extend 
to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church, even unto the End of the 
 Wirld. Which plainly implies, that the Work 
of preaching the Goſpel, making Diſciples, and 
 Baptizing, muſt end only with Time itſelf ; 
and that there muſt be Men with like Autho- 
rity and Truſt, io ſucceed thoſe who were 
_ firſt appointed to this Service. For as Chriſt 
himſelf was commſſioned by the Father, ſo . 
did he commiſſion thoſe he ſent out, and gave 

them 


them Authority both to discharge thoſe ſacred 
Offices themſelves, and to commit them to 
others for the ſame important Purpoſes. And 
while there are any to be converted, and 
brought into his Church, ſo long muſt there 
de qualified and fit Perſons to attend to that 
Buſineſs. | 


But I would obſerve W as to this, that 
common Reaſon and the Light of Nature, when 
duly obſerved, will lead us to it. It is hereby 
we come to know there is a God; a firſt and 
fupreme Cauſe, on whom the vaſt Univerſe de- 
pends; and the Propriety of paying him an 

Homage and Worſhip ſuitable to his Great- 
neſs : and that not ſecretly only, but in the 
moſt public and. ſolemn manner. Which ſeems 

pretty obviouſly to infer the fitneſs of ſome 
ſettled Order, and of qualified Perſons being 
appointed to preſide in the Acts of Worſhip, 
and teach the Duties of Religion ſo far as 
they can, this Way, be diſcovered. The Cares 
and Buſineſſes of Life very much divert Men's 

Thoughts from Subjects of a divine and ſpiri- 

tual Nature: it is reaſonable therefore, that 
fome ſhould be ſet apart to the Study of theſe 
Things, and charged with the regular Con- 
duct of the public Devotion. By which 

Means what Reaſon and Nature dictate for the 
Good of Mankiad, ſhall be much more . 


1 | 


1 

jectually ſecured and inculcated, than could, in 
good Senſe, be expected without ſuch A ppoint- 
ment. And accordingly we find that, in all 
Ages and Places, Perſons have been ſtill cho- 
ſen to, and ſeparated for ſacred Offices : as might 
be made appear from the Regiſtries and Me- 
morials of the ſeveral Nations of the World 
that we have any tolerable Accounts of. So 
that the Denial of ſuch an Inſtitution is not 
only contradictory to the Scriptures, but- to 
the common Senſe of Mankind. 


Having thus ſhewti that the Miniſtry is a 
divine Inſtitution; I proceed next to conſider 
the Work incumbent on all who are veſted in 
it, as ſpecified by the Apoſtle in the Text ; 
viz. to labour among their. People, and to be 
over them in the Lord, and admoniſh them. 


I. They are ſaid to Labour among them. 1 
The * Word ſignifies labouring to Wea. © 
rineſs and Waſte of Spirits*. The Miniſtry is 
a Werk, rather than a Place of mere Honour 
and Profit. And the various Titles, given to 
thoſe who are engaged in it, ſhew it to be a 
laborious Employment. They are called Poſe 
tors, or Shepherds, Watchmen, Soldiers, Rulers, | 
Stewards, 5 and ſo on: each of which 


2 re rlorras. 


cha 


. [as } 

Characters hath a Qualification of its own, 
which muſt be carefully attended to and ex- 
erciſed. Accordingly they are to feed the Church 
of God which he hath purchaſed with bis own 
Blood ; to watch as thoſe that muſi give an Ac- 
count; to behave as good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
to rule with Diligence; to give each bis Por- 
tion in due Seaſon, and build up Chriſtians in 


their moſt boly Faith, 


Whoever therefore looks on the Office o of 
the Miniſtry as a light and eaſy Buſineſs, and, 
in conſequence thereof heglects the Duties of 
it, muſt be egregiouſly uninſtructed, and un- 
worthy of a Truſt ſo important. and beneficial 
to Mankind. Tt is too reſpefZable to be fo 
fiightly thought of; too ſacred to be treated 
with Unconcern and Negligence. There is a 
Way of managing it, we will allow, that gives 
little Trouble or Inconvenience. But to be 
able /#//ully to diſplay the glorious Scheme. of 
Salvation, laid down in the ſacred Writings, 
in it's fu/{ Conſiſtency and Excellence; is what, 
I believe, muſt be acknowledged to demand a 
various, painful Study, and almoſt unremitted 
Application, And if fo, what need muſt there 
be for Attendance to Reading and Meditation, 
to impartial critical Reſearch, and every 
Thing that may be looked on as a Preparative 


"ru. 3 
to the right Diſcharge of fo yo extenſive a 


TT Service, 


We know it is not mere Words and Sounds 
that is the Scripture ſo much as the Senſe of 
them. Now in order to inveſtigate this, a 
careful Attention muſt be paid to the origi- 
nal Languages, which the Spirit of God was 
pleaſed to indite them in. There are e Oc- 


= cafions on which this will not be found uſe- 


ful. On many, it will improve our Sentiments 
of Things, and render our Miniſtrations the 
more advantageous and acceptable. A contrary 
Conduct, no doubt, would have a great Deal 
more Eaſe attending it: But could it be look: 
ed on as honourable ? Or could any important 

Effects be expected from it? | 


It very much contributes to the ſame good 
End, to be converſant with Hiſlory both anti- 
ent and Modern; and to be furniſhed with * 
competent Knowled ge of the Phraſeology of the 
Scriptures, and of the Manners and Cuſtoms 
of the Perſons, Times and Places that are 
either mentioned or referred to in them, 
All this, T think, belongs to the Province 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that he may honour- 
ably fulfil his Office, and be a Workman that 
need not be * | 


The 


[14] 
The chief Reaſon of my taking Notice of 
theſe Things here is to ſhew, that his Work 
is vaſtly comprebenſtve, and requires much La- 
bour and Pains; and that it's Ends can never 
be anſwered by Sloth and Self-indulgence. How- 
ever Grandeur and Eaſe may ſuit the Genius 
of a Kingdom of this World ; they feem but 
ill calculated to ſubſerve the Deſigns of Chriſt's 
_ ſpiritual Kingdom, which requires both pain- 
Jul Application and 4 lowly humble Deport- 
ment. The Princes of the Gentiles, ſays he, exerciſe | 
Dominion over them; and they that are great, exer- 
ciſe Authority upon them, But it ſhall not be ſo among 
you: but whoſoever will be great among you, let bim 
be your Miniſter : and whoſoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your Servant. Even as 
the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but 


to miniſter, and to "Oy bis _ a rer = 
| . * | 


5 An unaſſumimg. Temper and bearty Con. 
cern to be uſeful and do Good, is one of the 
 bigheſt Recommendations of a Chriſtian Paſtor. 
His active Diligence and Condeſcentions 
correſpond to the Character he ſuſtains ; and 
the Conſciouſneſs of his Conformity herein ta 
the Example of his Maſter, to whom he muſt 
one Day give Account, yields him a « Delight 


| 
* 
N 
| 


tel 


1 Mar. XX. 25, 26, 26, 28 | 
| and 


FN 
and; Satisfaction, infinitely ſuperior to what 
any worldly Emoluments, without it, can be- 


ſtow. 


| Thus the Office of the Miniſtry, we ſee, 
obliges to Labour and bumble Conduct. Which 
will be ſtill further evident from the Sequel 
of the Diſcourſe. wg 


H. The Apoſtle here gives us to know, 
that another Branch of the Office of Chriſtian 
Paſtors, is the being over their Flocks in the 
Lord. The Greek Word“ ſignifies to pre- 
| /ide and rule over, or among them: Every 
particular Church may be faid to be God's 
Temple, where the Honours of public 
Worſhip are paid to him; and where his afſ- 
ſembled Servants are bleſt with his Infiruc- 
tions. And *tis his Miniſters that are to pre- 
ſide and lead in all. There is no Piece of the 
ſolemn Service of his Houſe, no Ordinance 
or Inſtitution, but lies N Ag: them to an 
and celebrate. | | 


But it is not 1 thus to vrefide eng 
their lock; they are alſo to rule and admo- 
niſh them. Which is another Part of a Miniſ- 
ter's Duty that ſhould not be neglected. But 


* TeIrepers. Rom. xii. 8. 1 Tim. v. 17. 


ijt 


[ 16 ] | 
it certainly requires to be /ilfully and Pris 
 dently managed. A Care to practiſe our Duty 
exactly and conſcientiouſly, will be likely to pro- 
cure Regard : but any Thing that looks like 
Fondneſs for Power, hath only a Tendency to 
produce Oppoſition and DiſreſpeF. There is 

a great Deal of Caution therefore, Madera- 
tion and Delicacy required to the right Diſ- 
charge of this Part of our Employment. And 
| when there is, at any Time, Occaſion for the 
Exerciſe of it, this ſhould ever be regulated 
not according to the Prejudices and Opinions 
which Some may have taken up concerning 
it, but according to it's true ſcriptural Intention 
and Meaning. A Miniſter is to rule, not with 


Severity but with Love; having a /ingle Ze 
i the Glory of God, and the Good of Men. 

For Authority is given for Edification and 
Improvement, nothing morc, + And it ſhould , 
never be uſed, but with all Long-ſuffering au Wil - 
Doctrine, as the Apoſtle directeth; with kind - 
Endeavours to convince the Mind, gain the a 
Affection, and reclaim the Offendor. | P, 
"2 There is one e thing I would 1 take notic ſu 
of, which will eſpecially merit our Regard Wil 82 
viz. That the Fence and Inches, mow 
| 7 2. Cox. X 8. 6 74 be 


CF 
Chriſt hath ſet how his Church, be reputa= bs 
tably kept up, and maintained in our more 
ſolemn Miniſtrations. And this may be done, 
without any Thing like a Pretence to judge 
of the Hearts of Others, only by Care to diſ- 
tinguiſh between thoſe, in whom there is an 
Appearance of Regularity and Seriouſneſs, 
and ſuch as are of a different Character; and 
behaving reſpectively towards them, juſt as 
Duty directs: obſerving that nothing be done 
by Partiality, or over-done through Indiſcre- 
tion and Rathneſs; which might be followed 
with Effects not at all pleaſing or defireable. 
We are ever to remember that the Eud is to 
regulate the Means. Now the End of the 
Miniſtry being the Profit of many that they may 
be ſaved, we ought to avoid whatever has a 
probable Tendency to deprive us of this Fruit 
of our Labours; guarding againſt every mea- 
ſure that might be conſtrued as harſh and „e- 
vere, leſt by ſuch a method People ſhould 
be only the more hardened. Admonitiens and 
Repro are to be adminiſtred always in 
ſuch a manner, as will moſt likely ſecure our 
good Intentions in uſing them. - 


The RA of . thus for, may 
be faid to be a Labour of Love; and is ſuffi- 
n warranted by the Scriptures. But any 

B | thing 


— - — — — — 
r PPP 
* 


[18 3 


thing farther Miniſters can 3 10 Propriety 
Claim. For the Weapons of our Warfare are 


net carnal, but ſpiritual, and for ſpiritual Pur - 
poſes only. Outward Force is not the Method 
of the Goſpel, but Purſuaſon by the Power 


of Truth, and the Meekneſs of Wiſdom. Pal. 


tors, tis true, are ſet over their Flocks, but it 


is in the Lord. They are but Miniſters under 


hm, and muſt rule by the Laws be hath 
given them, not by their own. They are 
never to affect Dominion over the Faith and 
Conſcienees of Men; no, it muſt be their high. 
eſt Ambition to be Helpers and Promoters of 


their Joy, for they are but Servants of the 
Churches for Jeſus Sate. To aſſume Powers 


which were never granted to us, and invade 
the Prerogative of Chriſt, would be a Proce- 


dure too arrogant and extraordinary to be ca- 


pable of being juſtified. - He hath taken ſuf- 
ficient Care of his Church's Intereſts in -what 
he hath revealed; and there is nothing that 
needs or ought, upon any Pretence, or by am 
Authority whatſoever, to be added to his Ap- 
pointments in the Vorſbip of God: His Au- 
thority alone is to be regarded in Matters of 
Conſcience, and the great Things of our Salvation; 


and in a Concern ſo important we are to cal 


no Man Mater upon Earth, one being ow 


Maſter, even Chriſt. He hath drawn up our 
Inſtructions 


[ 19 ] 


Inſtructions - for us, and we have no Licence 


to depart from them: For we are only to 
teach the Things he hath commanded us. The 
Apoſtles themſelves thus deſired to be account- 
ed of as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God. And they ſtudied to 
anſwer theſe Characters, by delivering what 
they had received and faithfully diſpenſing the 
Things committed to their Charge. They 

would order nothing merely becauſe it ſeemed 
good to them, but becauſe it ſeemed good firſt 


| tothe Holy Ghoſt. They were but Meſſengers, 


as the Word Apoſtles ſignifies, not Legiſlators; 


and had no Power given them to alter the 


Goſpel they were appointed to preach. © Tho' 


we, or an Angel from Heaven, ſays St. Paul, 
preach any Aa Goſpel, let him be accurfed. 


We have here then an Exaaplome wor- 
thy of our Imitation. - When inſpired Miniſters 
were ſo careful to keep choſe to their Commiſ- 
ſion and Inſtructions, it. muſt be doubly incum- 
bent upon ws. And Caution, this Way, will 
be ſtill highly commendable, and indeed highly 
important. For tbus we ſhall be able confi/- 
ently to aſſert the moſt. noble and intereſting 
Cauſe: I mean that Liberty Conſcienct, 
which our Fore-fathers, in theſe Kingdoms 


ſo n ſuffered and bled for. We knoõww-w 


B 2 that 


[ 20 1 
that a ſtric and immediate Regard to Chriſt 
| bimſelf and his Goſpel, and making Uſe of 
their Reaſon and Senſes in examining Matters 
of Religion, was the Principle which juſt ified 
the fir Reformers in their Separation from 
the Church of Rome. And it is a Principle 
that, at all Times, demands not only our 
own particular Attention, but the beſt Recom- 
mendation we can poſſibly give of it to others. 
It's Serviceableneſs in the Cauſe of Truth and 
Chriſtian Liberty is known; and in ige 1 it is 
Juſt, it is bonourable. | y. 


Again, it may not be i improper to obſerve 
that it does not belong to 18, at any time, to 
mufringe on the People s Right of chuſing their 
own Paſtors, which is founded in the very 
Nature and original Laws of Society, and 
ſeems to be reſerved to them even by apoſtoli- 
cal Practice, in the Caſe of chuſing Matthias 
to be one of the twelve, in the Place of Jude 
who had betrayed Chriſt ; and fairly deduci- 
ble beſides from ſeveral. Precepts addreſſed 
to them in the New Teſtament. Their being 
in Poſſeſſion of it in the antient and purer Times 
of the Church is inconteſtable. They had 
it almoſt generally, I think, for about a thou- 
ſand Vears after Chriſt. St. Peter tells us that 
the Fhck is God's * or Lot, as the Greek 

| Word, 


F WY 7 _ROACOCWF > 


Fw} 
Word e, rendered Heritage, ſignifies, and 
therefore ſhould be confidered accordingly, 


and treated with due Lenity and Meekneſs; a 


contrary Condut by no means agreeing to 


the Goſpel Conſtitution and State. Paſtors 
are to take the Overſight of their Flocks, 
not by Conſtraint, but willingly: And it is 
right the People ſhould be allowed free y to 


enjoy their Privilege of OY ſuch as they 
think firteff and moſt worthy, 


Haying thus conſidered the firſt Obſerva- 
tion from the Words relating to the Paſtoral 
Office, and the Duties which belong to it, as 
on pere I proceed now to the. 


Second, - Reſpecting the Daties which 
People owe to theirMiniſters. And I doubt not 


but you will allow me to treat it with the 


ſame Freedom I made uſe of under the former 
Head of . | 


Theſe Duties then: you may obſerve, are 
compriſed in knowing them, and eſteeming them 
very highly in Love, for their Works Sake. 
Their Office is of public Utility : and it's valuable 


and uſeful Deſigns muſt always ſecure a decent 


h x Putin 3. | | 
os Mts Relpe 


rb hes, 


— — — 
4 . 


1 22} 


Reſpect to thoſe that are diligent NE) comfeichs. | 
tzous in diſcharging it. Merely to bear the ſacred 
Office, will not reflect Honour upon Fhoſe 


who negle& to pay that Attention and Regard 
which is due to it. There muſt, no Doudd; 
be a Conduct, ſuitable to it's Meaning and In- 
portance, to concur, ere it can be reaſanaliy 
expected that it will conciliate a fitting Reſpect 

or Efieem. But thoſe who apply themſelves 
to their Duty ſo as, in ſome good Meaſure, to 
perform it, labcuring in Word and in Do&rine, 
that they may inſtruct, and comfort, and 
edify the Church, deſerve to be reſpected and 
loved. To unfold and explain the Chriſlian 
| Salvation, which is tbe manifold: Wiſdom of God; 

is what ſtands firſt in our Commiſſion, and is 
a Miniſter's Principal Bufineſs : Whence the 
Apoſtle writing to Timothy, ſays, that he 
was appointed a Preacher of the Goſpel, and 
a Teacher of the Gentiles. And conſidering the 


Tendency that preaching of the Goſpel hath, 


to preſerve the Knowledge and Practice of true 


and vital Religion among us, ſuch as lay them- 
ſelves out carfully to execute that great End 
of their Office, muſt be allowed to have a 


| Title to Efteem. It was much by a Diſuſe of 


this noble means of Improvement, in Know- 
ledge and Virtue, that the Chriſtian World 


came to be overſpread with Darkneſs and Su- 
Per ſiuin 


ei, oe 
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perſtition for ſo many Ages, Any Thing that 
was done, this Way, in thoſe Days, was only 
the extolling of Relicks and falſe Miracles, and 
whatever elſe bid faireſt to hold the People in 
Jenorance, ſupport the fpirituab Tyranny of 
the Prieſtboad over the Conſciences of Men, and 
ſecute the Profits and Revenues which atoſe to 
them from their Artiſices and Impoſtures. And 
it was by detecting their impious Abuſes and 
Uſurpations, and boldly declaring the Terms of 
Acceptance and Salvation laid down in the 
Goſpel, ſhewing that Men had no Right to pre- 
ſcribe and give Laws in Chriſt's Kingdom, that 
a glorious Reformation was introduced, And 
it is by ſtill holding forth the Ford of Life in 
our Miniſtrations, and making it the only Stan- 
dard of Faith and Duty that, in Concurrence 
with the Divine Bleſſing, we have been hi- 
therto able to withſtand the reſtleſs ——_ 


of Romifts Agents againſt i it, 


This Part of a Miniſter's Work therefore | 
ought to be eſtimated according to the Uſeful. 
neſs and real Importance of it: and his Perſon 
ſhould, no Doubt, be treated in a manner ſui- 
table. For Miniſters have as good a Right 
to expect a becoming Conduct from their 
People, as the People have to expect ſuch 
from them, the Obligations on both Sides 

4 being 
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8 being equal. And ſurely their laborious Ser- 
vices juſtly claim thankful Acknowledgements 
and Returns from thoſe who have the Bene- 
fit of them. Owtward Regard is not engugh. 
Nothing ſhould be omitted that - hath a 
Tendency to encourage them in their Work, 
and make them take Pleaſure in performing 
it. Their Labours ſhould be valued: a can- 
did Excuſe made for caſual Inadvertence and 
Inconſideration, which all that partake: of 
human Nature, in the preſent infirm State of it, 
are ſubject to: ſcorning to indulge an envious; 
captious and cenſorious Temper, which can- 
not be gratified but with handling Characters 
coarſely and generglly with an undiſtinguiſhing 
Freedom. They ſhould be ſympathiſed with, 
again, in their Troubles, and Care ſhould, be 
taken for their comfortable Subfiſtante, that 
their Miniſtry may be ſecured from Contempt. 
And this is to be conſidered, not as an Act of 
Kindneſs only, but as a matter of Equity and 
common uftice; our Lord having ordained, that 
they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the: Gf: 
bel; and commanded that he who is taught 
in the Word, fhould communicate to n pet 
tracbetb i in oll go Things. | 


3 1 Con. * 1 2. Gal. vi. 6. 


Having 
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Having thus briefly conſidered the Duties 
which the People owe to their Paſtors, I come 
next to touch a little upon what our Apoſtle 
addeth in the latter Clauſe of the Text ; And 
be at Peace among yourſelves. 51 


This, according to ſome Copies, . ache to 
the Duty of People to their Miniſters too; 
that they live in Peace with them; and take 
care to do nothing that hath a Tendency to 
raiſe or promote Contention -in the Church, 
and alienate Miniſters and People's Affections 
from one another; but that they walk orderly 
together in the Faith and Fellowſhip of the 
Goſpel, and in all Holineſs and Concord : 
which is certainly very neceſſary and impor- 
tant. But the preſent Reading is preferr d, 
whereby they are required to cultivate Peace 
among themſelves. * 


This is an happy Oy ay ſuch alſo are 
the Fruits of it. For what Pleaſure and Self- 
enjoyment muſt there be, where there is no- 
thing but Harmony, Love and Contentment, 
and an Interchange of friendly and kind Off- 
| ces? Should not People do 9 hiog 3 „ 


. = 


3 
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their 
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their Power to promote and preſerve ſo valu- 
able a Bleſſing; and particularly be ready to 
ſhew ail Meekneſs to all Men? A Lover of Peace 
will not be eaſily offended. He will put up 
with many Things that are fooliſh and diſre- 

ſpectful, and impute them to Indiſcretion 
father than IU-wil. He will make Allow 
ances for Education, Tempet and Frailty, 
and will, a much. as is poſſible, live  pedceably 
Tb all Men. And often, when even re- 
proached and reviled, he will pity the Offender, 
4 deſpiſe the Malice, and do him Good in Return. 
| How ealy muſt Society be, did this Temper 
Fg univerſally prevail, dein all the ſame Love, 
being of one Heart and of one Mind? And low 
God und pleaſant muſt it be for Brethren to 
4 duell thus together in Unity! To ſuch it be. 
= | I-ngs to be called the Children of God, But, 
| on the contrary, where Envying and Strife 15 
there i is Confuſſon, and every evil Wark. b 


Having thus ſhewed that our bleſſed Lord, | 
for carrying on and effecting the Purpoſes « & 
his Grace to the World, hath appointed an 
Order of Men to preſide in Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies, and to edify the Church by à careful 
and laborious Service ; and that it is the Duty 
of thoſe to whom they Miniſter, to know them, 

and to cem them very highly is Love for their 
333 2+ 5 an 
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We whe fake, ad to be af Peace among Them Ok 
ſelves; ; 1 ſhall now, 1n the : f 


Laſt Place, endeavour a fitble A application 
of this Subject. | | 


P Firſt then we ſee, 1 the e Miniſtry is 
an important and very laborious Service; and 
ve muſt be ſenſible that it demands propor- 

tionable Indufiry and Care. St. Paul himſelf, 
when he e Ker the Variety and Difficulty, 
of it, cried out, Who is ; ſufficient for theſeT, bings?+ 
And no wonder the ordinary Paſtors of the 
Church ſhould be deeply affected with the Ar- 
| duouſneſs of the Taſk, who have not the ſame 
ſupernatural Gifts he was endued with. But 
this notwithſtanding, ſuch as are in the way 
of their Duty need not be diſcouraged. For 
Chriſt hath promiſed to be with them always 
even to the End of the World. Let it ever be our 
Study and Endeavour to approve our Fidelity 
to him. Miniſters are Stewards in God's Houſe; 
and it is required in Stewards, ſaith the Apoſ-- 
tle, that a Man be found faithful. May we la- 

bour therefore to diſcharge the Duties of our 
Office in the ſincereſt and beſt Manner, not 
nn, to declare the whole Council of Cad, and 


H2 Cor. ii. 3G: „ »þ 5 
being 
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- bing Examples fo the Believers, in Ward, in 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity. Ard when he who is the chief Shepherd © 


ball appear, we ſhall receive a Crown 4 Glory 
from him that fadeth not away. 


II. The. Sacredneſs and Difficulty of the 
| Paſtoral Office authoriſe us to condemn all 
bold Intruſions of Such as are unqualified. For 
it appears pretty clear that when Men thruſt 
themſelves into it, without any Regard. to 
Fitneſs, or the Order Chriſt hath inſtituted = 
for the Admiſſion of thoſe he employs, they are 
very. blame-worthy, and cannot wwarrantably 
expect he will proſper them. The Ends of 
the Office are likely to be beſt anſwered, no 
that Inſpiration is ceaſed, by ſuch as have been 
regularly appointed to it, and whoſe Educa- 
tion, Learning, Parts and Piety, have, with 
the Bleffing of Providence, gun fed them 5 
perly for it. 


Indeed tis PVT" to "think that any mould 
with Propriety, explain the ſacred Writings» 
or oppoſe the bold Gainſayer, who are entirely 
unacquainted with the original Languages, 
and other various Branches of Study that are. 
very important and pre-requilits to the Mi- 
nifterial Character. 


III. Let 


ror 
Ill. Let People be conſcientious in 8 ; 
ing the Duties they owe to their Paſtors. Lee 
them eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Works Sake: And let none take a ſordid Plea- 
ſure in behaving iliberally towards them, Rea- 
Jon and Equity demanding the contrary. 


But, above all, let Miniſters be encouraged 
by a careful Improvement of their Labours: In 
Order to this, let their faithful Inſtructions | 
have the Submiſſion and Regard which is due 
to them. Nothing gives greater Pleaſure to 
thoſe who are engaged in this Service, than to 
find that their Labours have not been unſuc- 

_ ceſsful, by ſeeing vital and genuine Religion 
prevail among Men. Tf there be therefore any 
Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if 
any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bemelt and 
Mercies; endeavour 1 Way to agu our Joy. 


To 3 let all of us bleſs God for 
our Chriſtian Liberty: that we live in an Age 
and Country where the Rights of Conſcience are 
known, and the Exerciſe of our Religion i is 
(pally ſecured to us. 


i 
F 


Theſe Kingdoms have been Sw es un- 
der a juſt and mild Adminiſtration: and there 


1 the greateſt Reaſon to be. thankful for the 
- Proſpect | 
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Proſpect we have of their continuing lo, 54 


the promiſing and excellent Prince that talk 
laſt aſcended the Throne, whoſe amjable . 
lities are univerſally acknowledged. We very 
well know that all that is valuable and dear 
to us, as Men, as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, - 


Gmc ds on the Security of his Gorernmgul b; 10 | 
and the Continuance of the Crown. in hie 
Royal Houſe, and that therefore we can never 9 
be indifferent or unfaithful to him or. them, 1 
without being, at the ſame Time, uncon- I 


cerned about our own Happineſs, and becom 
ing Enemies to ourſelves. Let us therefore be 
ever careful to Improve the Advantages of ſuch 


a Situation, that God in all Things may be gle 4 


Jed * 7 Cbri 185 Amen. 
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